
Humbie, East & West Saltoun, and Bolton Community Council today released the results of 

its consultation on the impact of Ironman on the communities affected by road closures in its 

area. A copy of the report is available on request.   

  

The Community Council study concludes that: 

 

1. The Ironman event imposes significant costs on affected communities and 

businesses.  These costs are not captured in the ‘economic impact’ studies 

commissioned by ELC and Ironman whose estimates of economic impact are inflated 

as a result. 

2. Administration of the event in terms of signage and advance communication is poor, 

needlessly increasing cost and inconvenience for affected communities. 

3. There is little support – and considerable opposition – to an annual Ironman event in 

our communities if it requires closure of public roads. 

The online survey undertaken by the Community Council found that: 

 

• Three-in-five respondents had to change their plans as a result of 

Ironman.  East Lothian businesses probably lost income as a result. 

• No respondents reported additional customers; but one-in-six said that the 

road closures kept customers away; and a further one-in-six that business 

suffered by delays in getting-to-work, and staff or supplies being late. 

• 90% of respondents were aware in advance of the road closures – 

predominantly from Ironman leaflets and the Courier. But neither source 

provided accurate information and Ironman leafleting did not cover all 

affected postcodes. 

• ‘Road closed’ signs were erected far too early suggesting that roads were 

closed the previous day, some signs were confusing or wrong, some were 

dangerously placed.  

• Ironman administration was poor in responding to advance concerns about 

crossing points and emergency or priority access during road closures. 

 

The Community Council wishes to work with ELC to: 

1. Redress the balance between the needs of the communities and race participants if 

Ironman is repeated. 

2. Ensure the Council realises that tolerance of Ironman is running thin 

in our communities.  Unless Ironman is handled better, there is a high likelihood of 

an accident or people just ignoring the road closures out of frustration. 

3. Make sure that race organisers don’t leave things to the last minute. 

4. Ensure that local communities and other events are not bulldozed/sidelined. 

 


